Edward "Steve" Sansom
March 12, 1944 - September 16, 2025

Dr. E. Steve Sansom, a gifted educator, published author, and lifelong mentor,
passed away after 81 remarkable years devoted to learning, teaching, and the
people he loved.

Born March 12, 1944, in Greenville, Texas, to Margaret and Theo Sansom,
Steve shone early in academics, athletics, and music — leading sports teams,
hurdling to state recognition, and singing tenor at school events. His drive
earned him an athletic scholarship to the University of Texas at Austin, where
he also pursued his true love: literature. He went on to earn his B.A. in English
in 1966, his M.A. from Texas State University in 1968, and his Ph.D. from
Texas Christian University in 1973.

His academic career spanned nearly five decades, beginning at Our Lady of
the Lake University and continuing at Lone Star College—North Harris, where
he taught for almost 40 years and chaired the English, Philosophy, and
Communication Department until his retirement in 2022.

A scholar of literature and rhetoric, Steve authored essays on Matthew Arnold
and co-authored widely used textbooks on writing and composition. His
colleagues and students alike remember his profound contributions to the
classroom, where his eyes lit up when he spoke about literature, and his
compassion extended to every student, whether they needed encouragement,



advice, or a (not so) gentle nudge to do better. Many of his colleagues
became part of his extended family, bound together by his mentorship, wit,
and loyalty.

He was preceded in death by his very understanding and tolerant wife of 21
years, Alisa Henley Sansom, and his lifelong obsession, English poet and
cultural critic Matthew Arnold. He leaves behind his beloved children, Geoffrey
(Lisa) Sansom, and Kate (Tim) Fransioli; his brother, Ted (Ann) Sansom; his
sisters, Patti (Terry) Foster, Nancy Wendler, and Cyndi (Eric) Poe; and his
brilliant grandchildren, Caroline, Jill, Saxon, Revan, Brian, Brandon, and Mila.
Steve’s love extended deeply to his stepfamily, including his stepchildren,
Morgan (Morgan) Reagan, and Daniel (Adrian) Henley; and his step-
grandchildren, Breck, Colbie, Remie, and Rorie. He is also remembered by
his lifelong friend and the mother of his kids, Jan Sansom. Even further
beyond his family, he leaves his legacy on the thousands of students whose
lives he has impacted over the nearly 50 years of his teaching career.

Beyond the classroom, Steve was stubborn, hilarious, and endlessly kind. He
loved Peanut M&Ms, cookies, Longhorn football (except when they lost), his
dog Arnie, and getting lost in a great book. He gave advice freely, whistled
loud enough to stop traffic, and had hugs that could fix anything. Always well
dressed, occasionally infuriating, sometimes hard to love — he loved with
everything he had.

Steve’s legacy lives on in the thousands of students he taught, the colleagues
he mentored, the readers who learned from his words, and the family and
friends who knew both his brilliance and his humanity. His life was one of deep
meaning, profound influence, and unfailing love. The world will never be the
same without him.
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Tribute Wall

Charumathy R purchased the Beautiful in Blue
for the family of Edward "Steve" Sansom.

Charumathy R - December 10, 2025 at 03:38 PM

Love Marissa and Jordan Gillon purchased the B
eautiful in Blue for the family of Edward "Steve”

Sansom.

Love Marissa and Jordan Gillon - October 03, 2025 at 10:00
AM

The Jenkins Family purchased the Peaceful Whit
e Lilies Basket for the family of Edward "Steve"
Sansom.

The Jenkins Family - October 02, 2025 at 06:49 PM

4 East purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for
the family of Edward "Steve" Sansom.

4 East - October 02, 2025 at 09:12 AM
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When my daughter Laura was searching for a "kind and gentle"
ENGL 1301 professor with absolutely no success, Steve, although
disavowing any tendency toward either kindness or gentleness,
offered nevertheless to take her into his class and teach her to
write. Fast forward 15 years and Laura is enjoying a successful
career as a scientific writer in her chosen field of environmental
science and conservation. Many thanks, Dr. Sansom!

Respects from Janet, David, and Laura Muzal.

Janet Muzal - October 01, 2025 at 04:58 PM

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the
family of Edward "Steve" Sansom.

October 01, 2025 at 01:49 PM

Marion Fransioli purchased the Full Of Love Bou
quet for the family of Edward "Steve" Sansom.

Marion Fransioli - September 30, 2025 at 10:09 PM
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Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased
for the family of Edward "Steve" Sansom.

September 30, 2025 at 11:18 AM

| was one of “Dr Sansom’s “first students at Our Lady of the Lake
University. This was a writing class for freshman and | was a lousy
writer. | struggled throughout the semester until | finally asked for
help and Dr Sansom’ agreed to mentor me. When | speak of him |
always credit him with saving my college career because his act of
kindness and understanding did in fact save me. We became
friends and tennis partners and shared a wonderful friendship
through 40 plus years.I will miss you greatly my friend.

Abrazos, Rose Mary Trevino Lopez

Rose Mary Lopez - September 26, 2025 at 12:51 PM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of Edward "Steve" Sansom.

September 25, 2025 at 06:22 PM
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Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for
the family of Edward "Steve" Sansom.

September 22, 2025 at 10:44 AM

Steve was a great colleague at LSC North Harris. He served the
faculty and students with his own flair. He was a pleasure to work
with.

Dorothy Reade - September 19, 2025 at 08:25 PM
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