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JOSEPHINE (JOSIE) SERGIO MUHLHERR, of Houston, Texas, entered into
her eternal life with the Lord on July 26, 2012, after a courageous 13-year
battle with cancer. She was born in South Bend, Indiana, on July 6, 1934 to
Paul and Margaret Sergio. Josie had 3 sisters: Anne, Mary and Catherine,
and 2 brothers: Anthony and Joseph. 

 

Josie was preceded in death by her parents Paul and Margaret Sergio and
brothers Anthony and Joseph Sergio. Josie is survived by her husband Gene
Sr., son Gene Jr. and wife Marina of Calgary Alberta, Canada; son Michael
Muhlherr and wife Camy of Houston, Texas; daughter Patricia Baisa and
husband Derick of Lake Stevens, Washington; daughter Margaret Muhlherr of
Houston, Texas; and her beloved grandchildren Sophie and Madeline
Muhlherr and Garrett and Sydney Baisa. She is also survived by many nieces,
nephews and cousins. 

Josie grew up in South Bend, Indiana. Her father, Paul, had a shoe shop on
the campus of Notre Dame University, where she spent many days playing
with her siblings. She had many fond memories of growing up in a large Italian
family, and each Sunday, the family would gather with cousins, aunts and
uncles to enjoy an Italian feast of epic proportions prepared Josie’s family. The
following Sunday would be a repeat performance, and Josie developed her
love of cooking by helping her mother every day of the week. She also



learned the importance of family, service, giving, and caring. 

Her parents were affectionately known as the neighborhood peacekeepers—
anyone who had a problem would come to them to help them work it out.
Josie continued this tradition at Christ the Good Shepherd Catholic Church,
where her office was known affectionately as the “healing room.” More often
than not, Josie, and her army of volunteers were praying over someone,
sharing a meal, or bolstering a troubled soul, while still managing to get their
work done. Over the years, the Church became her second family as her
children moved on to begin their own lives. 

 

In a story she shared with her children, Josie said she felt something inside
her had changed when she had her First Communion. She wanted to devote
her life to Christ, but her desire to have children was a major factor in her
decision not to take the vows of sisterhood and enter a convent. Instead, she
became a mother, a friend, and a role model for many people. She had a
special ability to make each person she met feel as if they mattered to her
(and they did). She viewed each and every person as a Child of God, and
they felt a little more special after meeting her. 

 

Her life could be described as joyful, even though she endured and survived
breast cancer, cervical cancer, four operations on the same knee as a result of
a staph infection, and the seemingly endless rounds of chemotherapy and
radiation. She didn’t let her circumstances dictate how she lived her life. 

 

Josie and Gene met for the first time at the 1955 wedding of Mary, Josie’s
younger sister to Joseph, Gene’s brother. Josie was her sister’s maid of honor
and Gene was his brother’s best man. As in-laws they began to see more or
each other and it was on September 14, 1957 at the Basilica of the Sacred
Heart at Notre Dame that they too exchanged their wedding vows. The couple
and their growing family moved over 18 times over their 55 year marriage,



with Houston as their home base. They lived in West Texas, Louisiana,
Tunbridge Wells & Seven Oaks, England, Jakarta, Indonesia and Lodi,
California before coming back to settle in Houston where they have lived for
the past 34 years. Most of the moves were orchestrated by Josie; while Gene
went on to find a place for the family to live. No small feat for a mother of four. 

 

Josie was incredibly proud of her four grandchildren. She played a very active
role in their lives even though they might not have lived in the same state. She
tried to spend as much time as she could with them and was adored by all of
them. She has passed on to them her love of cooking and eating Italian food,
singing and enjoying time spent together, and cherishing friends and family. 

 

Josie and Gene became members of Christ the Good Sheperd Catholic
Church soon after moving in to their neighborhood. She took the job of
Director of Graphics, and served in that capacity for 19 years. She also served
as a Eucharistic Minister, volunteered in many capacities and remained active
at the church until her passing. She leaves behind a church family as devoted
to her as she was to them. 

 

Josie leaves behind a legacy of strong faith in Jesus Christ, a giving spirit, and
a belief that relationships are the most important things in life. She will be
missed by all who knew and loved her. 

 

A vigil will be held at Christ the Good Shepherd Catholic Church, 18511 Klein
Church Rd, Spring, TX 77379 at 6pm Sunday, 7/29. Funeral mass will be held
at Christ the Good Shepherd Catholic Church on Monday, 7/30 at 2pm with
reception immediately following. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be
made in Josie’s name at MaryknollSisters.org. Online condolences may be left
for the family at addisonfuneralhomes.com. 



The Addison family and staff extend our heartfelt condolences to the Muhlherr
family in their time of loss.
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July 20, 2022 at 05:14 PM

Josie Muhlherr

Emily Whitton - July 04, 2019 at 01:15 AM

Emily Whitton lit a candle in memory of Josie
Muhlherr

John Journagan - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

John Journagan lit a candle in memory of
Josie Muhlherr

Tony (shoemaker) & Lisa Sergio - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Dear Family, 
  

Our deepest sympathy and warmest thoughts to you all. Josie was
so loved, 

 and will be missed so dearly. Love and prayers, Tony & Lisa Sergio
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Terri & Joe Sergio - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Uncle Gene, Gene, Mike, Trish, and Margaret: 
 We share in your sadness. Aunt Josie was one of a kind, full of love

for all, and a wonderful model of faith in action. We will miss her so
much, while rejoicing that she was ready for her reward. "Well done,
g

Mary Ann Heimann - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Mary Ann Heimann lit a candle in memory of
Josie Muhlherr

Mary Ann Heimann - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Dear Family, 
 If I had my life to live over I would ask for the grace to live it as Josie

did. A finer person I have never met. For over ten years when I
worked in the funeral ministry at CGS, Josie was there to help me.I
shall never forget her beautiful s

Mary Ann Heimann - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Dear Family, 
 If I had my life to live over I would ask for the grace to live it as Josie

did. A finer person I have never met. For over ten years when I
worked in the funeral ministry at CGS, Josie was there to help me.I
shall never forget her beautiful s
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Vickie Baack - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Margaret, 
 I am so sad to hear of the loss of your mom. I know how dear she

was to you. Just find peace in knowing that now you all have a
special angel in heaven. My thoughts and prayers are with you and
your family.

vickie baack - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Vickie Baack lit a candle in memory of Josie
Muhlherr

joseph simeri - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Dear Family: 
 I am saddened to learn of Josie's passing. 

 I remember fondly the gatherings at the Sergio home and 
 how nicely I was always treated by Josie and the sisters. 

 Those were wonderful times. I believe Josie is enjoying her 
heavenly reward. My pray

Lisa Journagan - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Lisa Journagan lit a candle in memory of
Josie Muhlherr
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Pamela Ramenda - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

I am sadened to hear of Josie's passing. She was such a loving
person. I have such wonderful memories of how she welcomed me
into her home. Thoughts are with your family.

Linda Noel - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

My dear friend Josie is no longer with me and all her friends and
family on this earth, but believe me, she is with each and every one
of us in our hearts and will remain there for the rest our lives. What
measures a successful 

 life? Look at Josie's lif

Nicole, Dan, Brooks & Samaya Morin - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Josie was one of the most incredible people we've ever met. She
had such a quiet strength and unwavering faith in God that she was
an inspiration and instant friend to everyone who was blessed to
know her. She was always an earth angel, and now she has

Kay (Raab) Anderson - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

My heart was sad to read of Josie's death. I'm a dear friend of her
sister, Mary, and have so many happy childhood memories of my
times at their home in South Bend. I had the honor to share in some
of those memorable Sunday dinners and not only was the
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Nicole, Dan, Brooks & Samaya Morin - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Nicole, Dan, Brooks & Samaya Morin lit a
candle in memory of Josie Muhlherr

Kay (Raab) Anderson - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Kay (Raab) Anderson lit a candle in memory
of Josie Muhlherr

Anne Gibby - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Anne Gibby lit a candle in memory of Josie
Muhlherr

Polly Davis - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Polly Davis lit a candle in memory of Josie
Muhlherr
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Lauren Ashley, Mary Lozano and Ashley Baranowski - August 08, 2018 at 12:00
AM

Aunt Josie was the sweetest and kindest person we had ever had
the privilege of meeting. Knowing her and being a part of her family
is a true honor. We can only hope to one day be as loving, patient
and faith filled as she was. Her character, strength, an

Lauren Ashley - August 08, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Lauren Ashley lit a candle in memory of Josie
Muhlherr


