
Thomas Carey Ryan
April 16, 1954 - September 15, 2020

Thomas Carey Ryan, 66 of Spring, Texas, passed away at 3:45p.m.
September 15, 2020 at Tomboll Regional Medical Center. 

 

Tom was born on April 16, 1954 to James W. Ryan and Joan C. Ryan of
Canton, MO who preceded him in death. 

Survivors include: Three Children, Mathew Carey Ryan of Spring, TX; Jenna
Benton Ryan (Grandsons: William, Connor and Bradan Benton) of Houston,
TX; Alex Paul Ryan, also of Houston. Brothers: Nick Ryan (Karen) of Blue
Springs, MO; James Ryan (Vicki) of Davenport, IA. Sisters: Linda Vlahovich
(Gary) of Jacksonville, FL; Cindy Griesbauer (Mike) of Independence, MO; in
addition, his partner Anne Mathis of Soddy Daisy, TN. Eight nieces and two
nephews from Florida, Texas, Iowa, Missouri and Wisconsin all loved their
uncle unconditionally. 

 After graduating from Canton R-V High School, Tom attended Culver Stockton
College from 1972-1975, graduating Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration. After graduation from Culver, he attended Rolla
School of Engineering, completing a Civil Engineering Degree in 1977. Tom
led an active school life as a member of Phi Kappa Phi Academic Honor
Society at Culver-Stockton, then Tau Beta Pi Engineering Honor Society and
Chi Epsilon Civil Engineering Honor Society while attending Rolla. Tom was
an especially active member of Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity from 1972 with



continuing financial support after graduation. An entry hall plaque gratefully
acknowledges his generosity. Tom continued his Culver Stockton philanthropy
over the past 14 years, contributing to many campus programs and
scholarship funds. His 40 year career with Exxon and Exxon-Mobil was an
exciting global adventure, including five years in Lagos, Nigeria where he and
his partner, Anne experienced a memorable big animal photo safari,
swimming with sea creatures, and immersing themselves in the country’s
culture from food to fashion. In addition, Tom and Anne shared several travel
adventures to Europe, but most of all, they enjoyed their opportunities to
share family times. 

 Tom had three children with Billie Hoffman during their marriage (1979-2008).
He adored his children and shared his passion for soccer and basketball with
each of them. From 1986-1992, Tom helped coach his children’s soccer teams
at the Columbine Soccer Club of Colorado. He was so passionate about this
sport that he continued his involvement from 1994-1999 with the Wolverines
team through Klein Soccer Club after his children moved to select soccer
programs. During the last two years of his life, he continued his love affair with
soccer by coaching his grandsons. 
Tom believed in community involvement and volunteering with United Way
Day of Caring. He was generous with his time and money to many other
charities, as well. 

 Tom attended St. Edwards and Christ the Good Shepard Catholic Churches in
Spring, TX. 

 A celebration of Tom’s life with family and friends will be held in Kansas City,
MO. The date and time is yet to be determined.
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Brenda Thompson - October 08, 2020 at 08:40 PM

Christian and I share numerous soccer memories of Tom’s love for
the team and sport. He was generous in many ways. It’s so
heartwarming to hear he shared this love with his grandchildren.
Our deepest condolences. Christian Taylor/Brenda Thompson.

John Kuney - September 28, 2020 at 02:04 PM

I am so sad to learn of Tom's death. We worked together and
became friends through shared life experiences. Tom was an
amazing engineer and delivered value to the company's bottom line.
But above all he was compassionate. He cared about others and
dearly loved his family. And I will always be grateful for his willing
ear and sage advice as I navigated some difficult personal times.
Rest in peace Tom Ryan and I pray your loved ones find comfort
during their grief through their faith, family and friends and their fond
memories of you.
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Anna Apanel - September 25, 2020 at 01:52 PM

Tom was my coworker and friend. He had a reputation for being a
very knowledgeable engineer, but I also witnessed his strong faith
and kindness. As the tragic events of September 11 were unfolding,
he led our South Texas team in prayer, comforting us in our state of
shock. During visits to our office in Nigeria, Tom and Anne opened
their home to me and my traveling companions for a wonderful
dinner and pleasant conversation. I will miss our discussions on two
of his great passions - soccer and motorcycles. 
 
May God lift you all during this difficult time, 

 Anna Apanel

Sherri Steele - September 19, 2020 at 07:56 PM

Tom was a kind and dedicated friend. I always enjoyed working with
him and appreciated his kindness in helping others.


